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Half a

rs, celebrate
their 50th anniversary to-day. It
was on June 18, (1902, that Mr.
Ernest Randall oplened the little
shop in Baldertongate which has
since grown into commodious pre-
mises facing threq streets.

On that day, a Wednesday. half
a century ago, thé opening)was
advertised in the ‘{Newark Adver-
tiser,” when items featured in-
cluded suits to|measure—35s.:
trousers to measure—10s. 6d.;
' collars and fronts{5id.: ties—6id.
and 1s. The adverfisement stated

that owing to deflay in fittings,
% unfortunately

ark

Mr. Randall wa

| unable’ to dress h window.
| Since that d
| “Advertiser” has been pleased to
;incmde a House |of Randall ad-

te in 1902, the
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\Acrtisement eAch successive
I$sue—advertis¢ments cf all sizes,
including the full-page announce-
ments of e famous pre-war
“Bpot" sales. ‘
| In this, their Jubilee year,
Ernest Randal]l Ltd! stand on the
threshold of | another glorious
) shich the firm will
an endeavour to
as, if not better

:.hnfl. in the first 50 years of its
fre. ¢ |

|The direc of ' the firm are
Ald.. and E. T. H. Randall

and their son$ Mr. E. R. Randall
and Mr. J. M.|Randall.
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tion of the artidles.to the custo-

mers making p
dicates th2ir n
the show cases,

The. newest| tubes
escent lighting,

rchases, and in-

tural texture in

in fluor-
fixed | above

the counters, provide the near-
est approach to natural day-
light and enhince true colour.
A new.cork floor treated with
plastic has |been installed

which ensu

easy walking

for the customer and Is very

dﬁurn lgle.

NEWARK

17 Aprit_ 1954

The high wdoden hourdings
which screened| the rebuilding
work during the winter have
been down for [some weeks, and
the new windows have been
dressed ready  for the | spring
trede, but behind them the work
has continued.

When . the rdconstruction was
being carried t, the workmen
from London found blocked-in
windows and | old doorways,
‘where the top loff the original
house, which was on the pre-

mises, lookeg¢t oiit on the cobbled
courtyard behind. ‘
Ext Staﬂ

Extra stafl s.s been| engag-
ed to manage the styl!shly laid-
out sections, which include ho-
sicry, gloves, npckwear, blouses,
handhags, dress jewellery, um-
brellas, knitting wools, embrold-
ery, baby wear llngerie,,oorsets
dressing gowns, etc

Miss Audrey Smith, b. local
manncquin, gn‘ demonstrations
in the main |fashion |window
and in the shop on Wednesday
which were very attractive. She
will again officiate to-day.

Twelve-years-old Valerie Rdn-
dall, daughter lof Mr. and Mrs.

James Randall] gave bunches
of narcissi nd daffodils to
customers on Wednesday.

In future shop |will be

open throughout ldnch-time on
Wednesdays and Saturdnys for
.the oonyenle_me  of - mid-day

shop
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A busanes modern tastes
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to ouuro at 10s, 6d., | ool-
lars | and fronts 5id., and
ties (6d. and 1s. And the
advertisement further an-
nouriced that owing to delay
in fttings, Mr. Randall wls
unfortunately . unable,
dress his window. -

and prolper Randall's
. two sons, Mr. Reg and Mr.
James, . Joined him In' the
In the 1930's after
ng at Harrods and
Simpisons respectively..

The business did bgr‘d"d Brow

By thdt time four shops, all

"lmperlll Bulldings”
had beén acquired,. window
‘dispidys faced three streets
— Baynbygate, Bridge Street
aldertongate, and, the
ad grown to 25.

The firt’ celabrated Its Jubllee

in Juhe, 1952, with a staff
dinne And the stafl had.
grown| to 3

18 monthl after the
Ald. [Ernest Rlndlll
d. been . Mayor | of
died. |

*x . oX%

Jublle
who

Thero hds hardly been a time

in the| past |58 years when
the m has not been ex-
panding. , Six years ago, &
grocery: shop at the corner
of Bargbygate was taken In-
to ths|. Impecrial Bulldings
plook, gnd windowe. displays
of wompn's fashions replaced
the sheives of grooeries.

.Apart frpm the duration of

the war, when tmy

In the. al Nr
r. Reg Rm alland
Mr.' Jamas Randall have
‘always [supervised thelr awn
departments. Mr. Reg has
been Jnl charge of the ladles’
outfifting and the household
furnishings, and Mr. Jameés

. Has bedn responsible. l'or ‘the

epartment. §.

her. Mrs. Rose Ran-
w llves 'at  Dalbury
‘Derbyshire, but she
‘director of the firm
two sons and Mr.
A. Smllhlon. Al



For ' ladies

'Lheshopulzuledwbo'im

the spicy smell of a high-class
food store.

The new front the new
fittings, the new Ideas in
merchandisiog all belp to
boost the new image and

make this one of the most -

attractive shops in Newark.
The new will be
concentrating on men's and
hoys' wear, school clothing for
boys and giris, a ladles’ sep-
d and on

arates

Harry Hall riding clothes.
The whole shop ls under

the managing directorship of

Adver

Date 8&, Mareh 'ﬂéf’

Mr. James Randall, younger
|sen of the fourider of the old
Arm

| |In charge of the men's
|department with |ts wide
;n.nae of sportswear, suils,
|coats, shoes, hats, knitwear
jand shirts' 1s; Mr. Gordon
|Stimson wtio has been with
[the firm since leaying school.
i The boys' and schoolwear
|deparument, — for | children
lattending Newark Magnus,
|Litley and Stone High 8chool,
| Highfleids, the Techaical Col-
|lege and other Jocal schools —
|ss situated| in the basement

. |and i3 under the management

|6f Mr, Bert Smithson, another
director of 'the. firm, assisted
by Mrs. Betty Arnold,

fisenr o
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The ladits' department, oo

| the first fipor, will specialise
in
| Daks, Martinique, Pringle and
Tanya with Gannex coats and

skirts and knltwear by

Charnos hoslery, Here Mr.
Stimson's  wife, Mrs. Irene
Stimson, 18 in charge.
Specialist attention is given
on th's foor, too, to Hary
Hall riding wear for ladies
and girls — and clothes from
the same manufacturer are
also avallable in the men’s
department. !
Another specialist offering
s the valet service for the

| repair and alteration of cloth-

ing of all types.

Backiess windows grace the
front of the shop and par-
ticularly effective is the new
Mighting system. In addition
to the main Axtures, spot-
lights on tracks set in the
cefling can highlight any
particular garment or fixture.

The carpeting on the main
ground floor is in green and
parts of the walls have been
picked cut in wallpaper based
on k Greek rellef.

|

and colours with o8

appeul to young people have
been used — including & wall-
paper In one of the nAtung
roomms that features vintage

cars In grey
ground.
On the first' floor wall

S Ta
| ——

AT

YTROLE

! Lo :
F’.or gentlemen |

In the basement wallpapers

on a while

coverings simulating & variety
of woods help Lo give a coun-

try atmosphere.
To some men the
g

the H ufacturer of _n;nr-
ment {does not alwaye ring
s bell But even the least
fashich-<conscious male must
hmu:d of suits by Daks,

le John Barron.
jackets by . Bladens and
Bteegan, trousers by Deaks, |
Badens, Fairdnle and West~
cott, knitwear by Cox-M |
shirts by Vigella, Tern and
Mpkay, raincoats by Drtway|
and Gannex, and shoes | by
Oharles Horrell. |
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‘Shop to close after
92 years’ service

ONE of Newark’s oldest-established businesses,
Randalls the outfitters, is to close early in 1994.

The directors say they have reluctantly decided to
cease trading rather than negotiate a renewal of the
lease at 3 Appletongate.

Company chairman Mr James Randall ended his
active role in the business several years ago, and
managing director Mr Gordon Stimson intends to
retire in 1994 after 48 years with the company.

His wife, Mrs Irene Stimson, who has been in charge
of the women’s department for 25 years, will leave at
the same time.

Mr Randall, who lives at Winthorpe, told the
Advertiser: “This would lead to a difficult
management succession problem, and therefore, when
considered together with the continuing severe
depression, a decision to close the business has been
taken.”

Household name

A closing-down sale begins on Monday, with the
final closing date dependent on the progress of the
sale. The shop has 12 staff, some full-time and some
part-time.

Mr Randall said: “After being a household name in
Newark for more than 90 years, the directors very
much regret that the town is to lose yet another hlgh
quality retailing business which took a pride in giving
real service. Even more, they regret the loss of
employment for their loyal staff.”

The business dates from 1902 when the founder, Mr
Ernest Randall, opened a small lock-up shop in
Baldertongate with a loan of £200 from his mother.

He became a well-known and respected figure. He

was Mayor of Newark in 1946 and an alderman of the
old Borough of Newark up to his death in 1953.

A keen sportsman, he was for many years chairman
of Newark Town Football Club. He was the founder
president of the Nottinghamshire branch of the
English Bowling Association and had a bowling green
in the garden of his home on Bowbridge Road,
Newark.

His business gradually expanded until it became a
department store and occupied the whole of Imperial
Buildings — the site of Wilkinson's DIY store today —
with frontages on Baldertongate, Barnbygate and
Appletongate.

Tailor to RAF

During the first world war the firm was appointed
tailor to the Royal Engineers officer cadets stationed
in the town, and in the second world war it was also a
tailor to the RAF.

After the death of its founder the company was
under the control of his two sons, Mr Reg Randall and
Mr James Randall. At one stage it employed a cutter
and 16 tailors.

However, the Sixties proved difficult and in 1969
Imperial Buildings was sold and Mr Reg Randall
retired. He now lives in Victoria Street, Newark.

Mr James Randall and several members of the staff
moved across the road to smaller premises to form the
present company, James Randall (Newark) Ltd.

Mr Randall, a past president of Newark Rotary
Club, said: “The company is appreciative of all the
many friends that it has made and been of service to
over so many years, and wishes to express its gratitude
for the support received from them.”

NEWARK
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Jobs saved
in clothes
shop buyout

RANDALLS, the New-
ark men’s, women’s
and children’s out-
fitters, is to stay open,
saving the jobs of the
12 staff.

The 92-year-old Apple-
tongate business, which
began a closing down sale
earlier this month after
failing to find a buyer,
has been bought by
another family firm.

The new owners are
John Cheatle, a
Leicester-based concern

which operates the Jeans

Station and  Justins
chains, and a number of
up-market independent
clothing shops.

Similar
Randalls retains its
name and joins the inde-
pendents, which include
Wingads, of Lincoln, with

the shops  probably
sharing a management
link.

Mr Nick Cheatle,

managing director of
John Cheatle, told the
Advertiser yesterday:
“The two are so similar.
But Randalls will still
stock the merchandise
that the area is used to.

“We shall continue to
trade with the uniqueness
of Randalls as a local
business for local

people.”

Said Randalls company
chairman Mr James
Randall: “I am very
happy that the name is to
continue instead of dis-
appearing, and I am glad
that my sales staff are
going to continue to have
employment.”

Randalls decided to
close after facing a diff-
icult management succ-
ession problem, with the
impending retirement of
managing director Mr
Gordon Stimson, who
will smoothe the transi-
tion to the new ownership
in the coming weeks.

The sale came about

after a conversation bet-
ween Mr Cheatle and one
of his colleagues about
their schoolwear busi-
ness. The Nottingham-
based D and Ps business
serves schools all over the
country, and there is a
mail order service.

“My colleague men-
tioned that there was a
shop in Newark doing
schoolwear which was
closing down,”
Cheatle.

“The following day I
came to Newark to see Mr
Randall, he went to see
his accountant, and the
deal was done within four
or five days.”

Said Mr Randall: “The
speed of it all was incred-
ible.”

said Mr

Randalls sale continues,
but the closing down win-
dow stickers will come
down, ready for the new
business taking over on
Monday.

The Leicester company
was started in 1937 by Mr
Cheatle’s father, Mr John
Cheatle. It has 55 shops,
with a total staff of about
300.

The nearest Jeans
Station and Justins shops
to Newark are both in
Lincoln, but the company
has shops from London to
Keighley, and from
Chelmsford to Hereford.

“We are a family busi-
ness, and that is the way
we run,” added Mr
Cheatle.

Adver
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MR JAMES RANDALL

(left) and Mr Nick Cheatle

outside the Appletongate
shop yesterday.
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Shopﬁ
man
dies

RETIRED businessman
Mr Reg Randall died at his
North Muskham home on
Sunday. He was 94.

Mr, Ernest Reginald Ran-
dall was a director of Ran-
dall’'s of Newark, which he
ran with his brother, James.
The company was founded by
their father in 1902 and
specialised in men's and
women’s clothing.

During the second world
war Mr Reg Randall served
with the RAF. After the war
he continued as a member of
the Royal Observer Corps for
many years.

He was a former president
of Newark Town and District
Club and a member of New-
ark Probus Club.

During his career he served
on committees of the Trustee
Savings Bank in Lincoln, the
Board of Commissioners to
the Inland Revenue and the
Local Land Valuation Panel.

He retired from Randall’s
in the 1970s and worked part-
time for Newark solicitors
Tallents Godfrey.

He leaves a widow, Mrs
Joyce Randall, four children
and four grandchildren.




Shop shuts just

short of century
ERNEST RANDALL

ONE of the most familiar
shops in Newark, Randalls
the outfitters, in Appleton-
gate, is to close in Sep-
tember after almost a
century of trading.

Mr James Randall, son of
the founder, said he was sad
that, for the first time in his
life, the name of Randall
would no longer be above a
Newark shop.

The company, established
in 1902, specialises in men’s
and women'’s clothing.

It is being sold by John
Cheatle Ltd, a Leicester-based
family business that has run it
since 1994.

The firm’s commercial dir-
ector, Mr Justin Cheatle, said:
“With the lease coming up for
renewal we are reluctant to
take on a new long-term
commitment.

“Over the past few years the
increased competition from
discount operations selling
cheap imports has restricted
growth potential and with
rising costs the future could
have become more uncertain.

Tradition

“Randalls has a strong
tradition for selling quality
British clothes at great value-
for-money prices and selling
discounted imports was not a
viable alternative.”

He said Randalls’ custo-
mers traditionally came from
the country community.

“We have a stand at a
number of agricultural shows
each year and a number of our
customers are farmers, who
are not afraid to admit they
are having a deal of financial
hardship,” Mr Cheatle said.

Randalls also supply unif-
orms for pupils at several
schools in Newark and its
surrounds.

“The Randalls schoolwear
centre is unaffected by the
closure for this year's back-to-
school,” Mr Cheatle said.

“The department has grown
substantially over the years
and gives a wonderful special-
ist service.”

Mr Cheatle said the com-

pany would talk to all the

END OF AN ERA: Randalls

NEWARK
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is due to close in mid-

September after almost 100 years. The picture shows the
shop in its heyday at the Imperial Buildings, Baldertongate.

schools it supplied about
future uniform supplies. This
could be through another of
the company’s shops, includ-
ing those in Nottingham and
Lincoln, by mail order, via the
internet or possibly through
another shop in town.

Loan

He said the company pla-
nned to help the five Randalls
staff find other jobs, possibly

within schoolwear depart-
ments in its other shops.
The Randalls business

dates from 1902 when the
founder, Mr Ernest Randall,
opened a small lock-up shop
in Baldertongate with a loan
of £200 from his mother.

After the death of its
founder the company was
under the control of his two
sons, Mr Reg Randall and Mr
James Randall. At one stage it
employed 16 tailors.

But the 1960s proved diffi-
cult and in 1969 Imperial
Buildings was sold and Mr
Reg Randall retired.

Mr James Randall and
several of the staff moved
across the road to smaller
premises to become James
Randall (Newark) Ltd.

That company was taken
over by John Cheatle in 1994,
when several factors persu-
aded Mr Randall to cease trad-
ing rather than negotiate a
renewal of the lease.

He had ended his active role
in the business several years

earlier, and the managing
director, Mr Gordon Stimson,
was about to retire after 48
years.

His wife, Mrs Irene Stim-
son, who had been in charge of
the women's department for
25 years, was also due to leave.

Problems

Mr James Randall (85) said
this week that he understood
the Cheatle move.

“They have come up against
exactly the same problems as I
did,” he said.

“For the whole of my life
there has been the name of
Randalls on a fascia board in
Newark.

“I am just very sad about it
because it is very nearly in its
100th year.”
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