
Follow Newark’s trauma in The Great War as it happened 100 years ago this week 
 
  

ABLE SEAMAN Ernest Hall, whose folks live in 
Farndon, has earned the Distinguished Service 
Medal for his work on land with a naval siege gun. 
    Formerly employed as an engine erector by James Howitt 
and Sons in Newark, he has made “great progress” with Naval 
gunnery and is at present doing good work ‘somewhere at 
the Front’. He was recommended for the honour last April 
and again in June. 

Medallion men! 

WANTED: tankard 
souvenir-hunters 

WAR was declared last Tuesday … on Newark’s boozy souvenir hunters! 
    The town’s Licensed Victuallers’ Association convened a special meeting in the 
White Swan on Northgate, at which it was agreed that the theft of tankards and 
glasses from public houses is so rampant that concerted action must be taken. 
    Landlords agreed that a reward of £1 should be offered to anyone whose 
information brings the culprit(s) to justice. 
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TWENTY-YEAR-OLD Joseph Nicholson was almost 
pleased to end 10 days of leave on Thursday – for 
he had found it difficult to keep quiet about the 
way in which he had earned a Distinguished Con-
duct Medal. 
    Before he was allowed leave from the 8th Battalion Sher-
wood Foresters – our local Territorial Army heroes – he was 
reminded of censorship rules. 
 

 

    So Private 2396 Nicholson – 
“Joe” to family and friends – 
tried to keep his lips sealed 
during his breather at home with 
his mum at 19 Tenter Buildings 
off Appletongate. 
     His major problem was that 
everyone already knew that he had 
been with Lieutenant John Sher-
brooke Coape Oates when he won 
the Military Cross [reported in last 
week’s Bulletin] and that he has 
distinguished himself on several 
occasions. 
    It will be remembered that, after 
their joint escapade, Lieutenant 
Oates wrote to Joe’s parents to 
assure them that he was all right, 
adding: 
    “He has the distinction of getting 
the first bayonet wound in the 
Battalion, on patrol the other night 
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… He has had the satisfaction of 
sticking a German.” 
    It will be 11 March before the 
London Gazette announces Joe’s 
DCM is for  

“conspicuous gallantry when 
he assisted an officer to put to 
flight a patrol of superior 
strength. In this he was 
wounded. He has repeatedly 
done good work on patrol 
duty.” 

 

    On the first occasion he 
pluckily carried a wounded 
gunner to a place of safety, and 
on returning to the gun found 
that two more Able Seamen had 
been severely wounded. 
    With an officer he went to get a 
stretcher but a shell burst in the 
midst of them, wounding two more 
in the dug-out. 
    With “some difficulty” all the 
wounded men were removed to a 
house 100 yards away. 
    Fortunately, a Red Cross car 
appeared on the scene and the 
wounded were removed to hospital. 
    During the attack by Germans on 
27 June, Ernest and his gun crew 
were at their posts non-stop for 18 
and a half hours. From 5am to 
11.30pm they were not able to get 
away for food or anything. They had 
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what was des-cribed in official 
jargon as “a very warm time”. 
    But inspirational Ernest and his 
mates stuck to the gun until the 
Germans had had enough. 
    Ernest’s award has been 
confirmed in the London Gazette. 
    Records available in 2016 indic-
ate that Ernest was aged 22 at the 
time. His 65-year-old father Walter 
was a market gardener, initially in 
Balderton and then Farndon. His 
mother Kate was only 45. 

Promotions for three 
of our Sherwoods 
LIEUTENANTS C L Hill, A Hacking and E M Hacking, 
who became Second Lieutenants in the 8th 
Battalion Sherwood Foresters on the same day in 
1914, have all been promoted together again. 
    They have been elevated to the rank of 
Temporary Captains as the Army continues to 
attempt to fill the huge gaps left in the Battalion 
by the casualties of the Battle of the Hohenzollern 
Redoubt last September. 

Music man’s sons 
home in harmony 

THE SONS of music shop owner John F Harston are 
home on leave together in London Road. James 
Egerton Harston, 25, is the driver for a Colonel and 
covers an average of 150 miles a day in France. 
    Noel Egerton Harston, 23, a Corporal in the 
Royal Engineers, suffered from dysentery and 
malaria in the Dardanelles, spent three months in 
hospital in Egypt followed by 6 weeks’ treatment 
in Bristol, and is now based at Grantham. 

A smoking farewell 
A SMOKING CONCERT took place in the new Mess 
Room at the Newark Barracks as a send-off for the 
warrant officers and non-commissioned officers of 
the Royal Engineers’ 52nd Base Park Company, who 
are moving ‘somewhere’.  
 

RE’s huge whist drive 
MORE THAN 260 players took part in a whist drive 
organised in Newark Town Hall on Thursday night by 
the Royal Engineers. 
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Mr Stephenson is an agricultural engineer with 
manufacturing facilities near the Midland Railway 
Station. 
   They will be joined by retired Colonel Edward 
Henry Nicholson of the Trent Ironworks, who will act 
as advocate for the Armed Forces. 
    It will be recalled that on 11 October 1915 Lord Derby 
was appointed Director-General of Recruiting. Born Edward 
Stanley in 1865, he had earlier played a major part in raising 
volunteers, especially for the King’s (Liverpool) Regiment. 
    He brought forward a programme within five days of 
becoming D-G, often called the Derby Scheme although its 
official title was the Group Scheme, for raising the numbers 
of men moving into the Armed Forces. 
    Men aged 18 to 40 were informed that under the scheme 
they could continue to enlist voluntarily or attest with an 
obligation to come if called up later on. The War Office 
notified the public that voluntary enlistment would soon 
cease and that the last day of registration would be 15 
December 1915.  
    Men who attest under the Derby Scheme, who are 
accepted for service and choose to defer it are classified as 
being in "Class A". Those who agree to immediate service 
are placed in "Class B". 
    The Class A men are paid a day's Army pay for the day 
they attested; are given a grey armband with a red crown 
as a sign that they have so volunteered; are officially 
transferred into Section B Army Reserve; and are sent back 
to their homes and jobs until they are called up. This gives 
the men time to arrange for the future welfare of any dep-
endents and offers their employers time in which to find a 
replacement – either a woman who can be trained to do 
the work or a man who is aged over 40 and therefore not 
likely to be called up for armed service. 
    Those whose employers appeal against decisions will 
appear before Tribunals, who will thus find themselves 
making decisions that will either enable men to continue to 
live and work in Newark or send them to face the possibility 
of death in the trenches. 
    There will be so many appeals that, long before the end 
of The War, the Tribunal will be sitting two and three times 
a week – in evenings after the day shift has ended in the 
factories and on Saturday afternoons when working men 
are traditionally allowed time off. And the pressures will be 
such that “neutral” members of the Borough Council will be 
added in order to avoid allegations that the working forces 
of companies owned by Tribunal members are favoured by 
the Tribunal decisions. 

 

Your destiny is in 
their hands 

Lord Derby – instigator of Scheme 

Re-union in 
Cairo for 
Newarkers 
WITH British, Australian and New Zealand troops 
successfully evacuated from the aborted campaign 
against the Turkish foe on the Gallipoli Peninsular, 
Sergeant W Wright of the Sherwood Rangers Yeo-
manry writes home from Cairo to a friend in Newark. 
    The message could be from a holiday-maker’s postcard: 
     “You’ll never guess who blew in here today – Percy 
Stanger of the Army Service Corps, attached to the 
Australian Light Horse, and Bill Derry, Australian Imperial 
Forces Infantry. 
     “Bill is a regular Australian but Percy is still Percy. He gets 
seven shillings (35p) per day as Private in the ASC and his 
firm pays him the difference between the money he gets 
and his salary while I as a Sergeant get 3s 2d (less than half 
of Percy’s wage) a day!” 
    A century later, the miracles of modern communication 
enable to researcher to explain… 
    Percy William Stanger was born in 1887, the fourth child 
of iron turner William and Sarah Jane Stanger of 
Barnbygate, Newark; and emigrated to Australia in 1913, 
locating in Canberra as an accountant. 
    William Derry, born 1889, was the fifth child of Frederick 
and Martha Derry, who ran licensed premises at 27 King 
Street, Newark; and emigrated in 1909, working as a 
labourer. 
    Private 3286 Derry will be killed in action on 21 July 1916 
and will be remembered in the Military Cemetery at Villers-
Bretonneux, a village almost ten miles east of Amiens; his 
brother Robert at 16 Stodman Street, Newark, will be 
informed as next of kin. 
    Stanger will serve until 1920 … and then disappear from 
records in both Australia and the UK! His father died aged 
73 early in 1914, before The Great War was even deemed 
possible. His mother, Sarah Jane, endued all the horrors: 
she was 80 when she passed away in 1933. 

FIVE of Newark’s most influential industrialists today 
began to make life-or-death decisions on the newly-
formed Borough Tribunal, hearing appeals under Lord 
Derby’s recruiting scheme. 
    The members are Redmond Barton Cafferata (chairman), 
Oliver Quibell, William B Branston, Charles Stephenson and 
Hubert Downes Cherry-Downes. 
     Mr Cafferata heads the family firm of gypsum miners based 
on Beacon Hill, Newark, and Staple Lane, Balderton. Messrs 
Quibell, Branston and Cherry-Downes are all heads of major 
maltsters in this town, which is famous for its beer-making. And 
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