
Follow Newark’s trauma in The Great War as it happened 100 years ago this week 
 
  

Naughty nurse is 
dismissed by 

Workhouse boss 

Ex-Colonel tasked with 
increasing War recruits 

 

THE HEAD of one of Newark’s most loyal families has been 
tasked with maximising the number of recruits to the 
fighting forces of the United Kingdom. 
    Colonel Edward Henry Nicholson, managing director of the 
family firm of mechanical engineers at Trent Ironworks, has 
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NEWARK Board of Guardians was told on 
Tuesday that the Master had disciplined 
a nurse for insubordination. 
    It happened when she wanted to go out on 
a ‘rough’ night. 
     He asked who she was meeting. 
    “The soldier boys,” she replied. 
    He refused permission, “treating her as I would my own 
daughter.” 
    She defied him and went out. 
    The Guardians did not inquire as to what time she 
returned to the establishment on Bowbridge Road. 
     They decided that if the nurse did not resign, she would 
be dismissed for her “gross disobedience”. 
    She penned a letter to the Herald today saying she that 
she was pleased to leave “the oppressive place”. 
    In other business… 
    The Guardians started this year as they did last, with a 
letter from its chairman, Lieutenant-Colonel W V R Fane 
saying he really must resign. 
    This time he added that when the War was over, he 
would be prepared to happily accept any role the Board 
might offer him. The Guardians accepted his resignation 
with regret. 
     Censorship meant that it could not be explained that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fane was entirely pre-occupied as 
Officer Commanding the 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion 
Lincolnshire Regiment. A century later, the National 
Archive possesses letters written to him by fellow officers 
and men posted to the Regiment's service battalions on 

the Western Front, November 1914 - December 1916, 
describing their arrival in France and first exchange of fire 
with the Germans, the inadequate training of certain 
other units and the general ill-preparedness of the British 
Army for war, regimental casualties, courts martial for 
incidents of cowardice, trench warfare and the danger 
from enemy snipers, the German use of 'liquid fire', and 
problems surrounding hygiene. 
     Former Mayor Charles Kew (pictured above), a coal 
merchant and proprietor of the Newark Advertiser who is 
now chairman of Newark District Council, became 
chairman unopposed. 
     But there was a close contest for the vice-
chairmanship: the Reverend Albert James, Maxwell, the 
Vicar of South Collingham, won with nine votes while 
eight members expressed a preference for builder F G 
Vessey of Balderton. 
    Dr C L Smith resigned as medical officer and public 
vaccinator in Collingham and district, and was replaced by 
Dr Alexander Dall. 
 

 

And that’s 
only one 
fall-out 

from War 

been appointed Chief Military 
Representative for the rec-
ruiting area covered by the 
borough of Newark and the 
rural districts of Newark, 
Bingham, Basford, Southwell 
and East Retford. 
    Colonel Nicholson, who will 
celebrate his 70 birthday this year 
and is a former Commanding 
Officer of the local Territorial Bat-
talion of the Sherwood Foresters, 
will be a key figure when Tribunals 
sit to hear appeals by men who are 
objecting to orders to go and serve 
in the Army or Royal Air Force. 
    It means the venerable former 
officer and current employer to 
hundreds of workmen will literally 
be taking, in effect, life-and-death 
decisions when he attempts to per-
suade Tribunals to send reluctant 
men to fight for their country. 
    In another campaigning role, he is 
also spearheading a campaign this 
winter to persuade the County 
Council to do more for the growing 
number of tuberculosis sufferers. 
     It will be remembered with pride that 
his eldest son, Commander Edward 
Hugh Meredith Nicholson earned the 
Distinguished Service Order during his 
own Naval career. 
    As Sub-Lieutenant in the HMS Hazard 
(1897-99), in command of a company of 
bluejackets and marines, he landed at 
Candia on the island of Crete on 6 
September 1898, for the protection of 
the Dime Office and the quelling of 
disturbances between Christians and 
Muslims. 
    For these services he was created a 
Companion of the Distinguished Service 
Order [London Gazette, 2 December 
1898]: "Edward Hugh Meredith 
Nicholson, Lieutenant, Royal Navy.  In 
recognition of services during the 
outbreak in Candia on the 6th 
September 1898". The Insignia was 
presented by Her Majesty The Queen on 
15 December 1898. 
    The action was not a success and 
Commander Nicholson was invalided 
out of the Senior Service in 1906. 

 

 EARTHQUAKE SHAKES TOWN 
AN EARTHQUAKE made Newark 
tremble on Friday evening. 
    The walls of Councillor Redmond 
Barton Cafferata’s residence shook 
for a couple of seconds around 
7.30pm. Luckily, nobody knew at 

that he was about to embark on 
spying missions for his country, 
otherwise German subterfuge 
would have been suspected! 
     Elsewhere in town, antique 
dealer’s wife Eliza Ford was 

startled when the table and chairs 
began to rock at 11 Appletongate. 
    And Workhouse Master Har-
rison noticed flower pots shaking 
in his Bowbridge Road home. 
    Officials were left mystified. 
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    The recipients of the Dist-
inguished Conduct Medals are 
both Terriers of the 8th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters who marched 
out of Newark in August 1914 – an 
amazing 46-year-old, Sergeant-
Drummer 120 William Clewes and 
Lance Corporal 2255 E Grantham. 
    The citation for Clewes, a Newarker 
for most of his life whose home is now 
in Claypole, is as short and snappy as 
his trigger finger. It simply states: 
 

 “For conspicuous good work as 
Serjeant of the Brigade Sniping 

Section. He has personally 
accounted for many of the 

enemy.” 
    Disregarding the rules of the 
censors, his mates were happy to tell 
the Newark Herald that before he 
returned home for a short leave last 
August, he had accounted for 130 
Germans. 
 

    And he added 30 more on the day he 
returned to the Front! 
    Bill Clewes, reared in one of the 
infamous yards, has rarely played by 
normal rules. He first joined the Army 
aged 18, bought himself out after 
three years, but then returned to the 
Colours in 1900 with the Boer War 
raging. 
    He never hesitated when his country 
called again in the autumn of 1914. 
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Mayor’s reminder 
on recruiting 
THE Mayor of Newark, Alderman William 
Knight (pictured above) used the pages of 
the Newark Herald on Saturday to remind 
the borough’s single men under the age of 
41 that enlistment under the Group 
System is re-opened at the Recruiting 
Offices on Castlegate. 
    All men between 18 and 41 who have 
not yet attested, should do so at once. 

Deserter is 
caught napping 
DRIVER Joseph Rodgers, serving with the 
19th Reserve Battery, Royal Field Artillery, 
appeared at Newark Police Court on 
Thursday and admitted that he has been 
absent without leave for three weeks. 
    The magistrates were informed that he 
was arrested in bed at 1 Alexander Square, 
Chatham Street – though he is not a 
Newark man. 
    Rogers was remanded in custody to 
await a military escort. 
 

Milbanke VC 
leaves millions 
THE LEADER of the Sherwood Rangers’ 
“last great cavalry charge” left the equiva-
lent of £3,799,672.35 at 2016 values. 
    Lieutenant-Colonel Sir John Peniston 
Milbanke VC, left a fortune of £41,370 2s 
6d in his will. 
    When he was killed in action in Gallipoli 
on 21 August, he was a director of the 
British, Foreign and Colonial Corporation 
Limited and of the City of Las Palmas Water 
and Power Company. 
 

Butcher’s son has 
shrapnel wounds 
PRIVATE W Richards, whose father has a 
butcher’s shop in Chain Lane, Newark, has 
head wounds caused by shrapnel from an 
exploding shell while fighting with the 10th 
Hussars in France. He is in a base hospital, 
his father learnt from a letter yesterday. 

MEDALS 
FOR 4 
LOCAL 

BRAVES 
The London Gazette announced on Friday that four local 
soldiers have been awarded medals for gallantry on the 
Western Front of The Great War. 
    Two are now the proud owners of the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal while the other two will receive the Military Cross when 
they are granted a respite from life in the trenches. 

    Grantham’s citation reveals that he 

“remained at his post after the 
other men had been withdrawn, 

and accounted for an enemy 
officer and probably others.” 

    The Military Cross winners are also 
members of the 8th Battalion Sher-
wood Foresters – Lieutenant John 
Sherbrooke Coape Oates and 
Lieutenant Alfred Hacking. 
    John Coape Oates is, of course, the 
son of Colonel William Coape Oates of 
Besthorpe, Commanding Officer of the 
2nd Line of the 8th Battalion Sherwood 
Foresters. 
     The young man’s citation states that 
the award is 

“for consistent good work on 
patrolling, especially on the  

night of 9/10 May 1915 in the 
Kemmel sector.” 

 

    Alfred Hacking, who was granted a 
commission in the 8th Sherwoods in 
October 1914, has previously shown 
sufficient bravery to be mentioned in 
despatches. His Military Cross is  

“for continuous gallantry, 
particularly in bombing work at 

‘Peckham Corner’ and near  
Petit Bois ‘Kemmel Sector’ in 

early May 1915.” 
    Alfred, born in Southwell, will be 
killed in action during the spring of 
1918 aged only 21. 
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