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Gardener’s family is 
full of patriots 

Ball-bearings debut 
RANSOME’S, primarily sawmill engineers in wood until now, announce 
they are building a new workshop at their Stanley Works to meet the 
unprecedented demand for ball-bearings “not only for motor cars, but for 
all machines which have to run at a high rate of speed.” [No sign of a 
censor there, then!] The new shop will be equipped with the most 
improved and modern machinery which includes their own special 
grinding machines. The article does not say more but historians will report 
that most of Ransome’s ball-bearings in The Great War will go into aircraft 
– and will go on to earn a worldwide reputation for quality. 

15½ hours 
of agony 

trapped in 
his trench 

THE FIRST Southwell Territorial to be 
wounded in Great War action, Lance-
Corporal Frank Wilcox of the 8th 
Battalion Sherwood Foresters wrote 
home to his parents, groom George 
and Mary Ann: 
   “It is awful – like hell. 

    “The day I was wounded, they 
took me in a dug-out and I had to 
lay from 5 in the morning till 8.30 at 
night. 
    “Then Ted Daniels and Chas Cave 
brought me out, under fire all the 
time. 
    “Bullets were flying on all sides but 
thank God I got there with a bit of 
luck.” 
    Once he reached the Field Hospital, 
the doctor – former Newark Mayor 
Harry Stallard – discovered that an 
explosive bullet had gone clean 
through his upper arm. 
    Frank was shipped to a London 
hospital. 

Registrar 
suffers shot 

in head 
CONFIRMATION has been received 
that Captain Robert Frank Byron 
Hodgkinson, a member of the 
Hodgkinson and Beevor firm of 
solicitors and the learned registrar at 
Newark County Court, has been 
wounded in action. 
   In a letter to his partner, Henry 
Beevor, the gallant officer reports that 
he has sustained a wound to the head 
and has been removed from France to 
a hospital in London: Fishmongers’ 
Hall, London Bridge. 

MEDALS FOR 
OUR 

HEROES 

RARE NUGGETS of cheering news reached Newark on 
Thursday and fleetingly lifted the spirits of our embattled 
citizens. 
   Lance Corporal Charles Henry Dady, aged 27, of Baldertongate 
has been awarded the Dist-
inguished Conduct Medal and 
Major Gervase Thorpe of Cod-
dington Hall has been awarded 
the second-highest bravery 
honour, the Distinguished 
Service Order. 
   Fittingly with so much chaotic 
action on the battlefronts, 
neither piece of news came from 
official sources. 
   Sergeant Harry E Slater of the 1st 
Battalion Sherwood Foresters rev-
ealed Dady’s great honour in a 
letter from the trenches. 
   Dady is one of the 14 children of 
boot-maker William Dady and his 
wife Harriet, ten of whom are still 
alive to share in the pride, which 

will not be announced officially until 
3 June; and he will be a Company 
Quartermaster Sergeant by the time 
he appears on the 1918 list of 
Newark’s absentee voters. 
   And ‘Scoop’ Slater added that two 
more Newark lads in his regiment, 
Jerry Carter and William Hector 
Mathers Ridley, had been granted 
commissions in the field. 
   Second Lieutenant Ridley has 
written in letters home of some of 

the Sherwoods’ very thrilling 
experiences but will be killed before 
this year is out.  
   Major Thorpe has already been 
twice mentioned in despatches since 
this Great War began. 
   Amid the fog of War, it is not clear 
whether his DSO stems from heroics 
in Egypt or the Dardanelles. 
   One thing is certain, though: 
Thorpe’s heroics are not over, 
either. 
 

JOBBING GARDENER Frederick Wilson and his 
wife Eliza Ann of 149 Barnbygate, Newark, can 
boast a record of soldier sons which will take a 
good deal of beating. 
   Three are serving as sergeants while the husbands of 
two daughters are a company sergeant-major and 
sergeant. 
   The eldest son, Sergeant Edward G Wilson, aged 39, 
of the 54th Field Bakery of the Army Service Corps, was 
recently a confectioner working for William Ash in 
Newark Market Place. 
   The second son, Harry F Wilson, 37, of Vernon 
Street, is engaged on Government work and is a 
member of the British Legion of Volunteers. 
   The third son, Arthur W Wilson, 33, of the 5th King’s 

Royal Rifles is back with the Expeditionary Force after 
being invalided home following service in the Battle of 
Mons and subsequent retirement. 
 

   The fourth son, Sergeant Walter Wilson, 30, of the 9th 
Battalion Leicestershire Regiment, lived at Enschede in 
Holland and last winter brought over the Princess 
Wilhelmina football team who played a match at 
Newark; but he returned to England as soon as war 
was declared and enlisted in Kitchener’s Army. 
 

   The eldest daughter Louisa Ann’s husband is Henry 
Hancock, former assistant master at Christ Church 
Boys’ School, Newark, and now CSM in the 2nd/4th 
Leicesters. The other son-in-law is Sergeant Ernest Lee, 
a hairdresser in Barnbygate married to Ethel Wilson; 
he is in the King’s Royal Rifles. 
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Yeomen 
reach 
Egypt 

A CABLEGRAM reached 
Newark last Tuesday and 
revealed that the Sher-
wood Rangers have 
landed safely at Alex-
andria in Egypt. 
   Relatives are advised 
that parcel mail ships 
leave London every 
Wednesday night and 
letter mails every morning 
except Fridays. Address: 
name, number and rank, 
squadron; Notts Sherwood 
Yeomanry, Notts and 
Derby Mounted Brigade, 
2nd Mounted Division, c/o 
General Post Office, 
London. 

Yorks 
RE’s in 
town 

AN ADVANCE guard of 80 
West Riding of Yorkshire 
Territorial Royal Engineers 
arrived in Newark last 
Tuesday afternoon to fill 
the vacuum that has been 
felt since three Companies 
of RE’s marched away on 4 
April. 
   The main body of about 
1,000 Yorkshiremen is 
expected in the next few 
days. 
   The authorities earnestly 
hope that the appearance 
of such a large body of 
part-time soldiers will 
provide a boon to the on-
going recruiting campaign 
in this district. 
   And they will boost the 
economy of the town in 
general as well as the 
sorely-stretched purses of 
the ladies with whom they 
are billeted while they 
undergo their training. 

Praise of 
‘invaluable’ 
foster son 

MRS JENNIE WILSON, 54, wife of a 
groom of 17 London Road, received 
a letter on Wednesday stating that 
her foster son, George Wilmore, 
has been killed in action. 
   Colonel Herbert Fowler, CO of the 
8th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, 
wrote: “He was shot [on 14 April] 
whilst outside the trenches in 
daylight and died at once. As a non-
commissioned officer he was 
invaluable and we all in the 
battalion feel his loss immensely.” 
   George looked on Mrs Wilson as 
his mother from the age of nine. He 
worked as a maltster, first with 
Gilstrap Earp and then Branston’s, 
and played cricket for Newark 
Castle. 
   Serjeant 1892 George Thomas 
Percival Wilmore is remembered in 
the Kemel Chateau Military 
Cemetery. 

Deserter remanded 
JOHN SMART appeared in plain clothes 
before Newark Borough Police Court this 
morning and admitted being a deserter from 
the 2nd 8th Battalion Sherwood Foresters in 
training at Luton. 
   One of Lord Kitchener’s Second Army, he 
gave his address as 6 Blyton’s Yard, Millgate. 
   Smart was remanded in custody to await a 
military escort. 

 

Stallard’s thanks 
SURGEON-CAPTAIN Harry Stallard has found 
time to write another letter to the Mayor 
saying he has received the required lamps 
from friends in Newark. 
   But, he added in a letter that reached the 
Town Hall today, two surgical haversacks have 
been destroyed by fire in the trenches; and he 
would be grateful if they could be replaced by 
voluntary donation. 

 

MORE KILLED… 
Harry was 
singing as 

he was shot 
NEWS ARRIVED on Friday of another 
spirited Newarker’s death during the Battle 
of Neuve Chapelle. 
   It was revealed that Private Harry 
Gregory of the 2nd Battalion Sherwood 
Foresters was killed on 7 April while 
serving in the trenches beside Private 
Richard Gill, who was recently buried alive 
but managed to dig himself out. 
   Now a letter from Private Gill, who was a 
maltster pre-War, arrived for his wife Mary 
Ellen at home, 12 Collingham Row off 
Queen’s Road, Newark.  
   He set 27-year-old Mary Ellen a most 
sombre task: 
   “Will you tell Mr Gregory that his son 
Harry died with a good heart and was very 
cheerful up to the time of his death. 
   “He was singing a song to his pals in the 
trenches when he was shot. He died 
instantly. All his comrades join in sending 
their deepest sympathy to his father, 
brothers and sister.” 
   Harry’s dad, Edward, is a widower, horse 
dealer and general hawker. 

A few boys 
have been 
put out of 
action… 

PRIVATE GEORGE SHEPPARD, one of 
many members of South End 
Football Club to join up, got a letter 
home to his parents Robert, a brick-
layer’s labourer, and Sarah Elizabeth 
at 4 Mary’s Row, Eldon Street, on 
Sunday. 
   An iron moulder prior to volunteer-
ing, his writing shows maturity far 
beyond his 24 years: 
   “I came out of the trenches safe 
and sound this morning and I am 
pleased to tell you that the machine 
gunners came out safely, too. 
   “We have had a rough time of it 
this journey and a few boys have 
been put out of action. A few of 
them are Newark boys. 
   “Charlie Redmile, Vernon Street, 
and Dick East out of Chatham Street, 
have been killed. 
    “I am sorry to tell you these are 
not all of them but they have died like heroes. 
    “These men are true British heroes. They are better men 
than those staying at home. 
    “Dear Mother, I am proud of my battalion and the men I 
am with. This war is drawing men to God every day; men 
who did not believe there was a Supreme Being before. 
    “The country is beginning to realise that the Lord is 
watching over them. I know He is watching and guarding 
me from danger because I have put myself in His hands and 
I do not fear death because I know if it comes I shall go to 
my dear sister who has gone before to her Eternal Rest. 
    “I went to our Battalion cemetery and I have never seen 
a more beautiful spot. It is situated in a wood and they are 
beautiful graves. 
     “They are railed off and have a cross and flowers on 
each. 

      “I shall always think of the day I enlisted as the Red 
Letter Day of my life. I could never sit at home and hang 
about and see our country the same as Belgium is. 
      “Belgium is a pretty and beautiful country; I can’t find 
words to express my opinion of it.” 
      A century later, genealogical records indicate that 
George Ernest Sheppard lived to the age of 74, passing 
away in Lincolnshire in 1965. 
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